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Abstract Telegram plays a central role in cybercrime-related communication, yet little is known about what moderation-re-
lated information is externally observable for such activity. We conduct a large-scale measurement study of 49,343 public
cybercrime-related Telegram channels, focusing on moderation-related indicators returned by the Telegram API. We find that
observable moderation signals are rare: only 7.02% of channels expose explicit moderation-related information. When visible,
these indicators are highly concentrated in a small number of reason labels, dominated by copyright-related restrictions, and
their visibility varies across client platforms. Our results show that only a limited and selective view of Telegram’ s moderation
is externally observable, highlighting important constraints on API-based measurement and transparency for cybercrime-related
content.
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